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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN WORKING 
GROUP HELD AT COUNCIL CHAMBER - COUNTY HALL, LLANDRINDOD WELLS, 

POWYS ON MONDAY, 9 JANUARY 2017

PRESENT
County Councillor A G Thomas (Chair)

County Councillors PJ Ashton, D O Evans, W J Evans, G M Jones, W T Jones, 
W J T Powell and K W Curry, Chair Place Scrutiny Committee [Observer].

1. APOLOGIES LDP1- 2017

Apologies for absence were received from County Councillors J G Shearer and 
County Councillors S C Davies and W B Thomas who had been invited as Group 
Leaders to attend the meeting.

2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING LDP2- 2017

The Chair was authorised to sign the minutes of the meeting held on 5th 
September, 2016 as a correct record.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST LDP3- 2017

County Councillor D.O. Evans declared an interest in respect of Elan Valley 
Trust, of which he was a Trustee and any responses the Trust had made in 
respect of land ownership.  He would leave the meeting room if any discussions 
took place relating to the Trust’s response to the consultation.

4. RESPONSES TO REPRESENTATIONS LDP4- 2017

The Working Group took Items LDP4 and LDP5 together.

The Working Group received the draft LDP Consultation Report January 2017, 
which had been circulated on 6th January, 2017.  The Professional Lead – 
Planning Policy advised the Working Group that Further Focussed Changes 
[FFC] had been consulted on between 10th October 2016 and 21 November 
2016.  Community and Town Councils were given advance notice by email of 
this further consultation.   Nearly 600 individuals or organisations [representors] 
submitted some 750 representations.  A copy of these representations had been 
sent to the Planning Inspector.   

The Working Group noted that the bulk of the representations related to the 
proposed inclusion of Local Search Areas for wind and solar energy.  It was 
noted that the Welsh Government had previously stated that the Local 
Development Plan [LDP] had not adequately covered green energy and it 
required the Authority to address this.  

In light of comments received from some responders regarding the process 
undertaken, the Working Group agreed that the most recent consultation on 
FFCs followed the Delivery Agreement agreed in 2011.  In response to 
questions, the Professional Lead – Planning Policy advised that a Renewable 
Energy Policy was included in the LDP.  In response to the Focussed Changes 
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consultation in 2016, the Council had received comments from Welsh 
Government advising the Authority to incorporate spatial representation of 
renewable energy in line with a letter from the Minister issued in December 2015.  
The timing of the Ministerial letter meant the Council had to address these issues 
after the consultation on the Focused Changes had been completed. 

In response to a comment that a Members seminar should be held regarding the 
responses to the FFCs the Professional Lead – Planning Policy advised that he 
was recommending that further work should be undertaken as a result of 
responses to the FFCs, in respect of local search areas for renewable energy.  If 
the Working Group agreed, this would be recommended to the Cabinet on 17th 
January, 2017.  If the latter approved, discussions would be held with the 
Inspector regarding the timetable for this and the timing of the hearing session 
regarding renewable energy.  

It was considered that a timeline should be produced for Members and shared 
with Town and Community Councils and added to the website, giving details of 
the process followed to date and the future timetable.  The Working Group could 
consider a seminar early in the new Council term, to ensure that the new Council 
is briefed on the LDP.  It was noted that the Professional Lead – Planning Policy 
and Senior Planning Officer - Planning Policy and other Planning Policy Officers 
were happy to discuss any issues with Members. 

The Professional Lead – Planning Policy took the Working Group through the 
representations as grouped together in themes.  The Working Group considered 
the representations and the draft responses.  The following was noted:

 that the links between the small villages policy and affordable housing 
policy could be improved in the policy wording.  It was noted that some ¾ 
of affordable houses needed were houses for social rent.

 In respect of Gypsy and Traveller Sites, etc. it was noted that planning 
applications had been received for the sites in Welshpool and Machynlleth 
and work needed to be completed on the Brecon site.  

 In respect of renewable energy the toolkit developed by the Welsh 
Government did not refer to the impact of renewable energy on the 
landscape and also did not take into account the grid connections or 
infrastructure.  The Professional Lead – Planning Policy advised that the 
Council at this stage could note the representations and wait for the 
Inspector to consider these.  However, the danger was that the Inspector 
could at a later stage ask for more work to be undertaken.  It was 
therefore, recommended that further work on the Renewable Energy 
Assessment  [REA] should be undertaken as a result of the responses to 
the FFCs, as detailed in the report, which is to be considered by the 
Cabinet on 17th January, 2017.

In response to questions the Professional Lead – Planning Policy advised that 
the additional work recommended in respect of the REA would incur a cost to the 
Council.  He added that a meeting was to be held with the Welsh Government 
later in the week where the additional work required would be discussed.  He 
stated that, subject to agreement from the Planning Inspector, the intention was 
to complete this work by the end of March 2017 so that it could be published and 
made available in advance of any hearing session held on this matter. This 
would ensure any further evidence was available in order to allow the Inspector 
and representors the opportunity to discuss this at any hearing session. Any 
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changes necessary to the LDP as a result of the additional work would be 
recommended to the Planning Inspector as “Matters Arising Changes”.
  
RESOLVED REASON FOR RESOLUTION
That the Working Group:
i).   agrees that a timeline is 
produced for Members and 
shared with Town and Community 
Councils and added to the 
website, giving details of the 
process followed to date and the 
future timetable.
ii).  notes the draft amendments to 
the draft LDP Consultation Report 
January 2017
iii).  supports the additional work 
required in respect of the 
Renewable Energy Assessment
iv). ensures that a seminar early 
in the new Council term, to ensure 
that the new Council is briefed on 
the LDP.

To enable the LDP to progress.

5. NEXT STAGES OF THE LDP PROCESS AND 
EXAMINATION 

LDP5- 2017

This item was taken together with LDP4.

County Councillor A G Thomas (Chair)


